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€3 . 9 m'Eqrity Proj ect' launched
the proposal is, then we go on
to support them with this
finance." she told B*FT.

Already, Fairtrade has
received 16 projects from
Ghana as of Juiy, and Mrs
Mensah stated that onlv six
have been successful so far. fo,
the Equiry Project.

On the unsuccessful
proiects, she said: "lf you [ook
at Cocoa value chain, most ol^
them were requesting funds to
go into tree planting, which is
already being supported by
the government of Ghana and
some organisations and
NGOs that are already in the
system. So. once you already
have the goyernment
supporting these, then the
Equity Project won,t fund it.

'We 
are Iooking at other

gaps that exist; so, as part of:
the concept development, youMrtAa Rainer Opoku Menah

has already launched the project
in Burkina Faso, Togo, Mili and
Cote D'ivoire

"The value chain we are
looking ar, are those in cocoa
p.roduction, cashew, fruits,
crtrus, and those in crafts."
Martha Rainer Opoku Mensah
said.

The project, she said, is to
strengthen rhe capacity of these
producer organisations and help
them to access markets, in ordei
to be able to compere on the
rnternational market.

"!7e are giving them
money and what they are
supposed to do is to write, send
in proposals on a project that
theywant to implement.

So basically, we wanr them
to identify issues rhai aflec their
work, that falls in line with the
objectives of the project and
once they submit it, it will be
reviewed and based on how good

(producer organization) were
supposed to tell us, what
support you received from
either the government or
other institutions, whar,s still
the gap thar you think the
Equity Project will be able to
fund or address."

Fairt rade Africa is a

global movement which seeks
to address the injustices of
conventional trade by
supporting small hoider
farmers and workers to secure
better terms of trade.

The implementation oF
the Equity Project is in
partn-ership with AVSF (a
French NCO) to support the
development of Fair Trade in
UTest Africa. The project is
lointly funded by the French
Development Agenry (AFD)
and the French Faciliry for
Global Environment GFEM).

By Eugene DAVIS

he Equity Project, an
initiative aimed to
support producer

organisations within ITest
Africa and promote fair trade
as well.as increase producing
countnes abrtrty to access
Fairtrade markets, has been
launched in Accra.

According to its
National Technicai- Assistant,
Martha Rainer Opoku
Mensah, the Equiry project is
primarily targeted at small
producer organisations in
W'est Africa, and that the total
budget of 3.gmillion euros
would be shared across five
countries, including Ghana,
Burlcina Faso,Togo,[4ali and
Cote D'ivoire.

, The firsr phase o[ the
lmplementatron rs expected to
last three years and Fairtrade


